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DESCRIPTION 
i 

The Wishart House is  a n  ex t r ao rd ina ry  s u r v i v a l  of seventeenth-century 
medieval des ign  and has remained r e l a t i v e l y  untouched by time. The 
combination of s t e e p  gable  r o o f ,  massive T-shaped chimneys wi th  t h e i r  
s t e e p  t i l e d  sp lays  and b e l t  courses ,  English bond brickwork above and 
below t h e  beveled water  t a b l e ,  glazed headers on t h e  gable end fol lowing 
t h e  r a k e  of  t h e  r o o f ,  segmental arched entranceways, and b r i c k  co rbe l s  
a t  e i t h e r  end of  t h e  eaves produce a  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  an undeniable seventeen 
century  f e e l i n g .  The f l a t  a r ches  over  t h e  windows, however, would tend t o  
p l ace  it i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  of t h e  seventeenth century.  Under t h e  long 
monitor shed dormers a r e  t h r e e  o l d e r  dormers which a r e  probably not  
o r i g i n a l .  Original ly. ,  t h e  house probably had dormers a s  ind ica t ed  i n  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  by t h e  Jacobean s t a i r c a s e ,  l a t e r  enclosed,  with i t s  turned 
b a l u s t e r s  and square.newe1 pos t  -- a n  e l a b o r a t e  f e a t u r e  not  used on homes 
having a n  unl ighted  second l eve l .  (There is no i n d i c a t i o n  of gable  end 
windows). The two-room p lan  has  t h e  s t a i r  i n  t h e  south room a t  t h e  
no r theas t  corner  and two l a r g e  mantels ,  the  n o r t h  one r e t a i n i n g  i t s  
d i s t i n c t i v e  bo lec t ion  moldings. The c e n t e r  wa l l  has wide ho r i zon ta l  
boards,  now covered by l a y e r s  of p a i n t  and wallpaper .  Unfortunately a  
b r i ck  r e a r  e l l  has  been added, but  even when combined wi th  the  a l t e r e d  
dormers and t h e  removal of  some o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  t r im, . i t  must be s a i d  
t h a t  the  Wishart House is one of  t h e  most va luable  and complete landmarks 
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The Wishart House is an extraordinary survival of'seventeenth-century 
medieval design. It is one of the oldest brick houses remaining in 
the United States and is among the few seventeenth century Virginia 
houses to retain a significant portion of its original interior woodwork. 
The house is built on land sold by Adam Thorowgood to William Richerson 
in 1653 who, in turn, sold the property to James Wishart in 1673. It is 
difficult to establish whether Richerson or Wishart built the house but 
the building appears to have been erected in the latter half of the 
seventeenth century. The property remained in the hands of the Wishart 
family until 1795 when Thomas Wishart and his wife, Porcia, sold it to 
William Boush whose family was to inherit the house for several 
generations. 
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